Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

December 12, 2006

http://avenue.org/fsna

Attendees:

Jeanne S. Chase


Phil Chase


Peggy King

James King



Betty Nowell


Susan Foard

Becky Sims



John Santoski

Adrienne Dent

Michael Petrus


Hugh Dornan


George Simpson
Beverly Colwell Adams

David Lee


Bill Speidel

Joe Mooney



Terri DiCintio

Paul Beyer

Hilda R. Matos


Chris French


Jack Gwynn

Anne Debray



Jeffrey Aten


Kase Luzar

Ann Goedde



Bob Luck


Peter Hedlund

Meeting, Date, and Time

Second Wednesday of the month at the Cherry Avenue Christian Church; 


5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Use Front Entrance


Next regular meeting date: January 10, 2007


Meeting items are timed to end by 7:00 p.m.

Jefferson Park Avenue Bridge (a.k.a. JPA Bridge)


On December 12, 2006 Adrienne Dent and Michael Petrus met with Jim Tolbert of Neighborhood Development Services and members of his staff with John Santoski.  at 10:30  a.m. to present pertinent drawings and reasons why the bridge width could and should be decreased to 54 feet in width instead of 78 feet ( 12' wider than the West Main Street bridge).  A Power Point presentation was given by Michael and Adrienne to update FSNA as to the information presented to NDS earlier in the day.  This power point presentation is attached with the minutes.  It also can be viewed at http://avenue.org/fsna 
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Jefferson Park Avenue Bridge (continued)

Kevin Lynch and Julian Taliaferro also attended this discussion and were impressed by 

the work that was done and seemed to be impressed that the money saved in the decrease of the width would be beneficial not only to the neighborhood of FSNA, but to other projects in the City as well because of the cost savings.


Additionally, the group proposed repositioning the turnaround on Todd Avenue further west in order to avoid seizing private property and in order to avoid trees.  Additionally the turnaround would serve as required backing up space for private parking to be paved at 2202 JPA. A better designed crosswalk on JPA was also shown and discussed.


Joe Mooney stressed that a widened entry into a neighborhood does NOT preserve and maintain the characteristics of a neighborhood.  


Kevin Lynch, at the earlier meeting said, “ that it is easier to take things away from existing drawings than attempt to put things back or into the drawings later.”


Mr.  King of Jefferson Park Circle reminded FSNA of the history of the roads designated as arteries into and exiting our area were/are Fifth Street and Fontaine Avenue.  Mr.  King and his wife have a long understanding of the history of the processes for the traffic dissemination for the City of Charlottesville.  The documentation of this understanding is available.


FSNA moved and seconded that a letter be written by John Santoski on FSNA letterhead to City Council, stating that the FSNA endorses the alternate JPA bridge proposal and requesting that City Council actively pursue the adoption of a narrower and less costly bridge.  This letter is to be done by January 10, 2007.


Jefferson Park Avenue Association will be offered the opportunity to view the presentation by Michael Petrus and Adrienne Dent at one of its upcoming association meetings.   John Santoski will be in touch with their president.  


FSNA complimented Michael and Adrienne for their hard work on the behalf of this presentation and the neighborhood association and they in turn gave credit to the large group of folks who helped with input into the process.

Cherry/Willard/Cleveland Follow-Up


John Santoski indicated that he has not received a communication response to his letter that he sent to City Council and to Gary O’Connell relative to the traffic light being requested for the corner of Cherry/Willard and Cleveland.  When Andrea Wieder returns it was suggested that she check on the status of this slow resolution for the safety at this corner....many months old. 
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Hill/Center Update from Terri DiCintio Follows


Two weeks ago, the Hill/Center Task Force held a meeting with Tom Hickman.  

Residents of the immediate surrounding area (Hill, Center, Robertson, Highland, Todd) were invited to review Mr. Hickman's current proposal for the development of his 2.3 acres between Hill Street and Center Avenue.  There were about 25 people in attendance. After Mr. Hickman presented his proposal, residents asked questions and made comments and suggestions.  The task force will have a follow up meeting with Mr. Hickman in the near future to determine whether further changes should be made to the proposal.  The next step will be for Mr. Hickman to bring his proposal to a FSNA meeting for further input prior to him beginning the process of requesting a zoning change with the city's Department of NDS.  Mr. Hickman's hope is that he can go to the city with the consent and blessing of the neighborhood.
Oktoberfest Financial Review


Jack Gwynn, treasurer, indicated that FSNA now has a balance of $797 in the treasury after spending $758 for Oktoberfest. $425 was taken in at the event with a $333.00 loss this year.  It was suggested that the dues be adjusted for 2007-2008 in October during Oktoberfest to be $5.00 for an individual and $10.00 for a family.  Since the monies taken in are generally spent for this neighborhood event it was suggested that a band of the neighborhood be selected next year that might not be as pricey as they might be able to offer their music for free or on a sliding scale in exchange for the neighborhood’s publicity of the group after hearing them at Oktoberfest.  The next Oktoberfest will be planned in the summer of 2007 and all interested persons can contact Peter Hedlund.  

Fry’s Spring Beach Club Needs New Manager

John Santoski announced that Greg has left his manager position of the Fry’s Spring 

Beach Club  to go to North Carolina.  If anyone knows of a good applicant for this position, please get in touch with a member of the FSBC Board.  No salary was given at the FSNA meeting.

Budget Surplus


The City of Charlottesville, this year, has nearly a ten (10) million dollar surplus.  While this looks good for this year it was felt that the departments that were asked to cut their budgets have some of these funds reinstated.  One example given was the Charlottesville Police Department, among others, who has  several positions vacant and are undermanned because they do not have the funds available to hire and to include the benefits necessary to hold new hires here for a career in law enforcement.  Without mentioning all of the departments and the shortages in their budgets that were cut to help out, the police department was one department which has had the 
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Budget Surplus (continued)
additional stress of vacancies while trying to cover many traffic needs due to the increases in sheer volume on our City streets.  

Granger Property Update

The connector roads for our area are so very important to continue to stress as our area is 

being impacted in a major way by the volume of traffic being generated by development south of Azalea Park..  Peter Hedlund reminded us to become familiar with the Regional Coalition of ten years ago.  Joe Mooney reminded us of the RED ARROW that shows traffic being pushed up Stribling Avenue from this development area.

Old Lynchburg Road Update

Jeanne S. Chase gave the update on the following TWO points of focus on Old

Lynchburg Road.  The first point of focus is the project to address “Safety, Sidewalks and Drainage” on Old Lynchburg Road from JPA to Azalea Park.  On the last walk with Gary O’Connell and Judy Mueller she was told that the Engineering firm would be chosen by January 2007 to work with the individual property owners of OLR to develop the first sufficient drainage system for this residential street as well as putting down sidewalks according to the wishes of each property owner to address the need for differing topography needs for their property.  Once these meetings have taken place and the drawings have been done then the long awaited installation of the sidewalks and drains will be completed by the end of 2008.  It is further hoped that the problem with improper release of pool water from the beach club will be corrected so that the release of the pool water will go into a sewer line so it can be correctly treated and never again into a fresh water source or a storm drain system.  The goal here is to help the initial start of a stream to be healthy and to stay healthy so that we are not adding to the current problems of polluting the waterways of tomorrow’s generation.  The sidewalks will give safe passage for the increase of pedestrians trying to use our street to get to the City bus stop and to places in and around town by foot as well as a safe passage to families using the Fry’s Spring Beach Club and Azalea Park.


The second focus of the Old Lynchburg neighborhood is to offer a solution to the City leaders to stop the high volume of speeding traffic through a residential street of 25 m.p.h. by vehicles (5,300 daily average total, 40 m.p.h. daily average speed) who are totally ignoring the fact that this is not Route 64, but a neighborhood of people and homes.  We offer a petition taken by FSNA in December of 2006 of the homes currently dealing with this 24/7 on their street from the 100-300 block of Old Lynchburg Road that starts at JPA and ends at Azalea Park.  The petition reads: Petition for the Closure of Old Lynchburg Road, We the undersigned, residents of Old Lynchburg Road in the City of Charlottesville, Virginia, support the closure of Old Lynchburg Road at Azalea Park.  Because of the high volume of speeding 
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Old Lynchburg Road Update (continued)

traffic using this neighborhood street, we no longer feel safe as residential users of this road.  Planned development south of Azalea Park will only make the current situation more intolerable.  The results of this survey will be shared with members of City Council in the near future.  One death on Old Lynchburg Road is one death too many.  This closure would be to vehicular traffic.  Pedestrians and bicyclists would still be able to continue their paths to and from their destinations.


It was moved and seconded that John Santoski representing FSNA present these concerns at an upcoming City Council meeting by the end of January 2007.  It was felt that the City must take the leadership role needed to protect the neighborhoods.  It was further discussed of ways that the City could push the issue of working with the County and University to come up with our “Legacy for the Future” and not keep waiting for the other to make the first move.  Ways to advertise this presentation to Council were discussed.

Respectively submitted,

Jeanne S.  Chase

Secretary, FSNA

Final Copy of December 12, 2006

December 20, 2006

